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War Threat Grows in Mideast 



By Drew Pearson 

THE SEA OF GALILEE- 
While the world has been 
worrying about war in Viet- 
nam and Kashmir, a less-pub- 
.lieized but long- 
. Jiestering sore 
’ jis reaching the 
| danger point at 
W ^ ' the crossroads 
of Asia, Africa 
nd Europe. 

■ ** 4*-'V On the bor- 

ders of Israel 
' A '%r . and the Arab 

'^'‘‘'tates, tensions 
*4- - » — Jiare growing, 

Fearson troops are ma- 
neuvering, shots ring out every 
night over that most precious 
of man’s essentials— waiter. 

A swelling Israeli population 
has reached a point where it 
must have more water. And a 
sullen Arab population has 
reached a point where it is 
working to divert water from 
the streams that flow into 
Israel and the Sea of Galilee. 

When Arab diversion plus 
Israeli diversion is complete 
the water level of the Sea of 
Galilee will fall so- low that 
if Christ were walking on its 
waters today He might well 
be tramping across mud flats. 

Long before that, however, 
fighting is likely to break out 
along the jagged, restless bor- 
der that separates Israel from 
the Arab states. 

Already maneuvering omi- 
nously in the background is a 
powerful lineup of Arab and 
Israeli troops, tanks, planes 
and missiles, which if 


un- 


leashed would churn up the 
sands of the Near East as 
never since the days of Herod’s 
chariots. Furthermore, they 
would force the U.S.A. and 
U.S.S.R. either to intervene 
actively for peace, or choose 
sides for world war. 

Soviets Arm Arabs 

Here is the lineup of mili- 
tary might at this crossroads 
of the Near East: 

TANKS — The Soviet Union 
has sent 2500 tanks to the 
Arab states, of which 500 are 
T-54s, just as powerful as the 
American M-60s, and consider- 
ably more powerful than the 
American M-48. 

Against this, Israel has 
about 600 tanks, chiefly M-4 
Shermans, some Centurians, 
and a few M-48s. 

AIR POWER — The Soviet 
Union has sent about 150 
bombers to the Arab states, 
chiefly Ilyushin 28s, of which 
120 are flown by Egyptians. 
Since Israel is a small country, 
no bigger than Massachusetts, 
with long borders completely] 
surrounded by Arab neigh- 
bors, this is considered an 
ample force to bomb any and 
every Israeli city — if war 
comes. 

In addition, the Arab states 
are well equipped with the 
latest Soviet fighter planes, 
the Mig-19s and Mig-21s. The' 
total Egyptian air strength is 
estimated at 500 planes, in- 
cluding 52 Mig-21s, 80 Mig-19s, 


60 transport planes, and 40 
helicopters. 

Israel has about 450 aircraft, 


including 75 Mirage fighters 
equipped with Matra air-to-air 
missiles, considered the latest 
thing in French fighters. It 
also has 55 Ouragon fighter- 
bombers, one squadron of 
transport planes supplied by 
the United States, one squad- 
ron of helicopters and 60 Mag- 
ister jet trainers. 

Brink of War 


In any showdown with the 
Arab states, Israel would have 
to depend on lightning attacks 
before the other side was 
ready — as happened in the 
Suez war. This is one reason 
the present situation is so 
dangerous. War can start in a 
few minutes, if one side gets 
nervous. 

MISSILES — Russia has now 
delivered to Egypt 14 fast pa- 
trol boats of the Komar class] 
plus four of the Osa class, 
each carrying missiles some- 
|what on the order of our 
Polaris setup except that they 
are not nuclear. They have a 
range of 20 miles, and since 
Israel is long and narrow, with 
depth in one place of only 
seven miles, these patrol boats 
could do tremendous damage 
in case of war. 

In addition, the former Nazi 
scientists whom Nasser has 
imported from Germany have 
now developed several impor- 
tant long-range missiles for 
the Egyptian army. They in- 
clude A1 Zafir, which carries I 


a 1000-pound warhead and has 
a range of 235 miles; also A1 
Kahir with a similar warhead 
and a range of 375 miles; also 
AI Ared with a one-ton war- 
head and a range of 1000 
miles. 

Egypt is reported to have 
around 300 missiles and a 
known missile force of 4500 
men. 

Israel now has the Hawk 
surface-to-air missile, but has 
nothing to compare with 
Egypt’s huge missile arsenal: ■ 
The Israelis now depend" on 
their 24-hour alert to defend 
themselves against attack, plus 
their fast-moving air force. 

In a long war, however, the 
Arab world would have a tre- 
mendous advantage. The com- 
bined population of the Arab 
world surrounding the Medi- 
terranean— though not all hos- 
tile to Israel— totals 80 mil- 
lion. Israel’s population is 
2.5 million. 

The showdown with the 
Arab world could come when 
more water is drained from 
the Sea of Galilee and its 
tributaries, and when that 
famous sea sinks to the level 
of a salt semi-quagmire. Or it 
could come before. 

Today Nasser has been 
bogged down in Yemen in a 
guerrilla war similar to our 
war in Vietnam, which he can- 
not win. He needs a good 
excuse to withdraw; and the 
coming showdown over Arab- 
Israeli water may give him 
that excuse. 
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